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Circle yes if the sentence is
correct. Circle no if the sentence
is not correct.

What is a government?
A government is a
group of people who
lead a country, state
or city.
Mr. Randall wants to vote. Can
you help him find the way?

1. The governor is the leader of
a state.
yes

no

2. American citizens elect a
president every year.
yes

no

3. American citizens have the right
to vote for our country’s leaders.
yes
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no

Government
The United States Constitution explains how our government works. It
gives the government many powers, like the power to make laws and
collect taxes. It also says those powers have limits. For example, the
government cannot force people to worship a certain way.

Government
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A constitution lists the basic laws of a
country or a state. The U.S. Constitution
protects the rights of all Americans.

The governor is the leader of a state.
Governors work in the state capitol. Your
city or town has a government, too. A
mayor is the leader of a city.
The U.S. Constitution says one of the president’s
jobs is to make sure people obey the laws
of our country. Senators and representatives
make the laws that people must obey.

The president is the leader of our country.
Being the president is a big responsibility.
Many people help the president decide what
is best for America. The president lives in the
White House. Who is our president?
Page 2

American citizens have the right to
vote for our country’s leaders. Voting
is a responsibility, too. It is important to
vote, so that everyone has a say in the
way our country works.

American citizens elect
(vote for) a president.
Election Day happens
every four years. The
election is on the first
Tuesday after the first
Monday in November.
You must be at least 18
years old to vote.

Everyone has the right
to live in a safe, clean
community. It takes
hard work to make a
community a good
place to live. We all have
a responsibility to help
keep our community
clean and safe.
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How can you vote?

If kids could vote for president, who
would win? On October 30, your
teacher will help you log on to www.
studiesweekly.com to vote in a special
Studies Weekly election. Vote for the
person you think will do the best job
as president. Your class can visit the
Studies Weekly website the next day
to find out who won.

Circle yes if the sentence
is correct. Circle no if the
sentence is not correct.
1. You must be at least 16 years old
to vote.
yes

Draw a picture of a president
doing an important job. On the
lines below the picture, write
a sentence about what the
president is doing.

no

2. One of the president’s jobs is to
sign laws.
yes

no

3. President Barack Obama is the first
African American ever to be elected
president.
yes

no

4. A constitution is someone who
runs for office.
yes

no

5. You can only be president if you
were born in the United States.
yes
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Time to
Vote!

The people of the United States elect
a president every four years. Elect
means to choose a leader by
voting. This year Americans will
elect a president. Election Day is
on Tuesday, November 6, 2012.
Remind your parents to vote!

no

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
___________________________

Who can vote? American citizens who
are at least 18 years old can vote. This
year kids can vote in a special
Studies Weekly election. Turn
to Page 4 to find out how!
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Time to Vote!
Who can be president?

Were you
born in the United States? Are you at least 35
years old? Have you lived in the United States
for at least 14 years? Anyone who can say yes
to all three questions can be president.

What does the president do?

If you
were the president, you would have many
important jobs. You would sign laws. You would
be the leader of the men and women in the
military. You would choose people to have other
important jobs. You would travel to other countries
to talk to their leaders. Many people would help
you decide what is best for our country.

Parties

People who run for president belong
to a group called a party. The two main parties
in the United States are the Democrats and the
Republicans. The Green Party, the Reform Party,
the Constitution Party and the Libertarian Party
are some of the other parties. Who is running for
president this year? You can read about some
of the candidates (people who run for office)
on Page 3. You and your class can do some
research to find out about the other candidates.
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Barack Obama

Mitt Romney

Virgil Goode

Gary Johnson

President Barack Obama wants to
keep his job as the president. He is a
Democrat. President Obama is the first
African American ever to be elected
president.

Virgil Goode is a member of the
Constitution Party. He wants to be
elected president in November. He was
a Virginia senator for 24 years and a U.S.
representative for 12 years.

Mitt Romney wants to be the next
president. He is a Republican. He was
the governor of Massachusetts for four
years.

Gary Johnson hopes voters will elect
him as president. He is a member of the
Libertarian Party. He was the governor of
New Mexico for eight years.
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