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To learn more about the presidential election process, visit 

To see a “history in pictures” of voting machines over the years, visit 

To read more fun presidential trivia, go to 

Presidency
So, You Want to Run for President?

Make Your Vote Count!
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Path to 

Presidency

In this issue, we will learn more about the election process and what it takes to elect a new Commander in Chief. 
There is a lot more to choosing a president than just heading to the voting booth!

Who can 
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The First 
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In this issue, we will learn more about the election process and what it takes to elect a new Commander in Chief. In this issue, we will learn more about the election process and what it takes to elect a new Commander in Chief. In this issue, we will learn more about the election process and what it takes to elect a new Commander in Chief. 
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Political Parties

    Democrats believe that we’re greater 
together than we are on our own—that this 
country succeeds when everyone gets a fair 
shot, when everyone does their fair share, 
when everyone plays by the same rules.

    With a core belief in the primacy 
[importance] of individuals, the Republican 
Party, since its inception, has been at the 

opposition to a large, intrusive government. 
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ISSUE 2

Government

ACROSS
4. the branch of government 

that enforces laws
6. an idea for a law
8. a set of rules that organize 

how an organization, state or 
country will be run

9. a written request to a 

many citizens
10.

the Constitution: We the 
___________

DOWN
1.

Constitution: Bill of _______ 
2. the branch of government 

that interprets laws
3. the branch of government 

that makes laws
5. agree to 
7. someone who agrees to work 

for no pay

Imagine that you have just 
been elected the president of the 
United States. Now it’s time to 
give a speech to the citizens of 
our country. Think about these 
questions before you write: What 
would you say to the people who 
voted for you? What would you say 
to the people who didn’t vote for you? What would you 
promise to do as president? Write your speech and share 
it with your class.

1. Name three jobs of government and give an example of 
each.

2. In your own words, explain how an idea becomes a law 
in the United States.

3. What is the main idea of the article, “The Power of 
One”?

4. What is the common good? Why do you think most 
people feel they have a responsibility to work for the 
common good?

5. Give an example of a way you can work for the common 
good.

6. What is a constitution?
7. What are the three branches of the U.S. government?
8. Name the main job of each branch.
9. What is the system of checks and balances? Give an 

example for each branch.
10. What do you think our country would be like if there 

were no government or laws?

You can learn more about the U.S. government and the 
Constitution at these websites: 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://kids.discovery.com/tell-me/people-and-places/who-
travels-with-the-us-president
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_
founding_fathers.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights.html

What is the system of checks and balances? Give an 

What do you think our country would be like if there 

You can learn more about the U.S. government and the 

http://kids.discovery.com/tell-me/people-and-places/who-

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights.html

Match the words on the left with the descriptions 
on the right. Put the letter of the correct answer on 
the line next to the number.

_______ 1. mayor  A. the executive in 
 charge of a country

_______ 2. president  B. the executive in 
 charge of a school

_______ 3. representative C. a person who 
 interprets the laws

_______ 4. principal  D. the executive in 
 charge of a state

_______ 5. judge  E. a person who makes 
 the laws

_______ 6. governor  F. the executive in 
 charge of a city or 
 town

Bonus Questions (The answers to these questions 
aren’t in this paper. You will need to do some research 
to answer some of these questions.)

Who is the president of the United States? 

________________________________________

Who is the governor of your state? 

________________________________________

Who is the mayor of your city or town? 

________________________________________ If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, 
please write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

I

Government of the People

How Does an Idea Become a Law in America?



Citizens have the right and the 
responsibility to participate in their 
own government. Civic responsibility 
often starts with voting. Civic 
responsibility also means that you 
obey the law and respect the rights 
of others. And it means you work for 
the common good (things that help 
everyone). 

Civic organizations work for the 
common good. Government is a civic 
organization, since one of its purposes 
is to make things better in the 
community. There may be a historical 
association near you. That is a civic 
organization too.

Civic organizations are often called 
service organizations. The American 
Red Cross, the American Cancer 
Society and the YMCA are examples 
of service organizations. Do you know 
of any service organizations in your 
community? 

When you agree to work for no pay, 
you are a volunteer. Many organizations 
use volunteers. What can you do to help 
your community? Here are a few ideas:

or volunteer with your family at a 
local shelter.

snow for an elderly person in 
your neighborhood.

supply drive to help kids in 
need in your community. 

time to your local 
animal shelter.

visit elderly people at a 
local nursing home. 

packages of food and 
toiletries to soldiers 
overseas.

Federal (National) Government

The Power of One
One important reason our 

country is a great place to live 
is that we have the freedom to 
have and share our own ideas, 
even if some people don’t agree. 
This freedom lets us make a 
difference by standing up for 
what we believe. One person can 
make a difference. When one 
person takes action, other people 
take action, too. That’s the power 
of one!

How can citizens change things? 
It depends on what you want to 
change. If you want to change 
something in your community, you 
need to go to your city council or 
county commissioners. They are 
the people who make and change 
laws in your town or county. If you 
want to change things at the state 
level, you can write or email your 
state senator or representative. 

Thinking about changing something 
that affects the whole country? 
Contact your U.S. senator or 
representative by logging on to 
www.congress.org. Lawmakers 
might not be able to get things 
changed right away. They 
might not even agree with 
what you want to change. 
But it’s their job to listen to 
citizens—even young citizens 
who can’t vote yet.

Another way to try and get 
something changed is to start a 
petition. A petition is a written 

signed by many citizens. You can 
also write letters to the editor 
in your local newspaper. If things 

up. Keep working. You can make 
change happen through the power 
of one.

Contact your U.S. senator or 
representative by logging on to 
www.congress.org. Lawmakers 
might not be able to get things 

But it’s their job to listen to 
citizens—even young citizens 
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in your local newspaper. If things 
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change happen through the power 

Civic Responsibility

Federal (National) Federal (National) Government

The Legislative Branch

The Executive Branch

The Judicial Branch

State Government

GovernmentGovernment

Checks and BalancesChecks and BalancesChecks and Balances

    We have three branches and each one is just as     We have three branches and each one is just as     We have three branches and each one is just as 

powerful as the other. That means no branch can powerful as the other. That means no branch can powerful as the other. That means no branch can 

have too much power. This is the balance of power have too much power. This is the balance of power have too much power. This is the balance of power 

referred to in the article.referred to in the article.referred to in the article.

1. The legislative branch makes our laws. 1. The legislative branch makes our laws. 1. The legislative branch makes our laws. 

2. The executive branch enforces laws. 2. The executive branch enforces laws. 2. The executive branch enforces laws. 

3. The judicial branch interprets and applies the law. 3. The judicial branch interprets and applies the law. 3. The judicial branch interprets and applies the law. 3. The judicial branch interprets and applies the law. 3. The judicial branch interprets and applies the law. 3. The judicial branch interprets and applies the law. 

    The balance of power is also known as checks and     The balance of power is also known as checks and     The balance of power is also known as checks and     The balance of power is also known as checks and     The balance of power is also known as checks and     The balance of power is also known as checks and 

balances. As shown above, each branch has checks balances. As shown above, each branch has checks balances. As shown above, each branch has checks balances. As shown above, each branch has checks balances. As shown above, each branch has checks balances. As shown above, each branch has checks 

on the other two.on the other two.on the other two.on the other two.on the other two.on the other two.
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ISSUE 3

The 
Candidates

ACROSS
4. an organized group of people who share 

the same ideas about what government 
should do: _____________ party

6. involving ordinary people
8. someone who is running for political 

10. a plan for government that prevents it 
from spending more money that it has 
available: balanced ____________

DOWN
1. coming into the country without proper 

permission: illegal ______________ 
2. 2012 Democratic presidential candidate: 

Barack ____________
3. in favor of preserving traditional ideas 

and values
5. very tolerant of different types of 

beliefs and values 
7. 2012 Republican presidential candidate: 

Mitt ______________
9. the money our nation owes: national 

__________ 

Imagine that you are old enough to vote 
in the 2012 presidential election. After 
reading this week’s newspaper, which 
candidate would you vote for? Explain your 
choice and tell why you think this candidate 
would be the best person for the job. 
Remember to check your work for correct 
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

1. What is a political party? 
2. Name the two main political parties in the United States. 
3. List some of the other political parties that also have candidates 

in this year’s presidential election. 
4. When is Election Day always held? 
5. Who is the Republican presidential candidate for 2012? 
6. Who is the Democratic presidential candidate for 2012? 
7. How does the Tea Party choose a presidential candidate? 
8. Name the political party that believes in non-violence, protecting 

the environment and fair wages for all workers. 
9. Compare the two main political parties. What are the main 

differences between the two? What are some similarities?
10. Name the symbols of the two main political parties. 

Here’s a list of websites for the 
political parties you learned about: 

Constitution: http://www.constitutionparty.com/
Democrat: http://www.democrats.org/
Green: http://www.gp.org/index.php
Libertarian: http://www.lp.org/
Reform: http://reformparty.org/
Republican: http://www.gop.com/index.php
Tea: http://www.teaparty.org/

preserve traditional ideas and values

tolerant of different beliefs and values

strong national government

strong local government

free trade

rights of workers

free migration across borders

no illegal immigration

balanced budget

pay off national debt

protect the environment

same rights and opportunities for all people
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    Take a few minutes to compare the different political parties you read about in Studies Weekly. Look at 
the chart below and check the boxes that apply to each party. Use the information in this week’s magazine 

been done for you. Think carefully and have fun!

Compare the Political Parties

Monday in November. November was chosen as election month because 
it was a good time for farmers to get to the polls. By November, most 
of their crops were harvested and the weather hadn’t yet turned cold 
enough to keep them from traveling. 

Tuesday was chosen instead of Monday to prevent people from 
having to travel on a Sunday. (In the early days, citizens often had 

businessmen settled their books for the previous month. Candidates 
didn’t want businessmen who had a bad month to take it out on them 
when they came to the polls to vote.

The Race is On!
Did you know this is an election year? It’s probably safe to say that you have heard at least one or two (or a hundred!) 
political commercials so far this year. What is everyone so excited about? It’s time to elect the next president of the United 
States, and that’s a pretty big deal! Be sure to remind your parents to get out and vote on November 6.

    Republican 

    Democratic 

    Constitution 

    Green 

    Libertarian 

    Reform 

    Tea 

    Election 2012 

    Libertarian 
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The 

CandidatesCandidatesCandidates

You have certainly heard the names Mitt Romney 
and Barack Obama, but what do you really know 
about these two presidential candidates? President 
Barack Obama is the incumbent, or the person who 

more about all of the candidates!
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been done for you. Think carefully and have fun!

Compare the Political Parties

Monday in November. November was chosen as election month because 
it was a good time for farmers to get to the polls. By November, most 
of their crops were harvested and the weather hadn’t yet turned cold 
enough to keep them from traveling. 

Tuesday was chosen instead of Monday to prevent people from 
having to travel on a Sunday. (In the early days, citizens often had 

businessmen settled their books for the previous month. Candidates 
didn’t want businessmen who had a bad month to take it out on them 
when they came to the polls to vote.

The Race is On!
Did you know this is an election year? It’s probably safe to say that you have heard at least one or two (or a hundred!) 
political commercials so far this year. What is everyone so excited about? It’s time to elect the next president of the United 
States, and that’s a pretty big deal! Be sure to remind your parents to get out and vote on November 6.
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